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Event outline

ǒWelcome

ǒ Presentation

ǒ Discussion panel

ǒ Creative sharing activity



Creative Activity

ǒ Create a memorial

ǒ How?

ǒ When?

ǒ How can I share?

ǒ Email it to: Walkbathuncomfortablepast@gmail. com

mailto:Walkbathuncomfortablepast@gmail.com


Defining Decolonisation 
ǒ Ddbnknmhr`shnm sq`chshnm`kkx qdedqr sn sgd ȴtmcnhmf ne bnknmh`k 

qtkdȵ

ǒ Recently understood more widely as a cultural/ideological 

phenomenon

ǒ ȴFqddhmf ntq lhmcr eqnl bnknmh`k hcdnknfxȵ

ǒ Challenging existing power structures

ǒ Based on a concern about how forces of colonialism have 

shaped our past and present



Why should we talk about this now?
ǒ Britain was largely built on colonial slavery 

ǒ No one is seperate from this history

ǒ C`mmns hfmnqd o`qsr ne ghrsnqx sg`s cnmȵs rdqud xnt 

ǒ History as a political tool for patriotism 

ǒ Need to tell more BAME stories

ǒ History does not belong to white people

ñFor our society to cohere, to find a successful identity in the 21st Century with a vision to 

carry us all forward, we need to shake off some of the shibboleths of the past. Otherwise our 

vision will be unbalanced by a false sense of what Britain has been, by omission of the 

contributions of far too many of our citizens.ò- Navasha Wray



Summer 2020 Events
ǒ Toppling of the Edward Colston Statue in Bristol

ǒ Contentious event -rnld `qftdc sghr v`r ȴdq`rhmf ghrsnqxȵ 

ǒ Statues function as a cultural value system

ǒ Black Lives Matter (BLM) protests brought this debate to the 

public 

ǒ Odshshnmr hmhsh`sdc sn sd`bg Bqhs`hmȵr bnknmh`k ghrsnqx hm rbgnnkr 

ǒ Many BAME writers, artists and academics have been calling

for this for decades

ǒ Our question is now: what is the best way to decolonise this 

history?



BritainĘs links to colonial slavery: Brief History  

ǒ British Slave Trade became dominant -1640

ǒ Three dominant slave trading ports were London, Bristol 

and Liverpool

ǒ Estimated that Britain transported 3.1 million Africans

ǒ The Slavery Abolition Act of 1833 formally freed approx. 

800,000 Africans

ǒ In 1833, there were approx. 46,000 British slave owners

ǒ Sgd Bqhshrg fnudqmldms chrsqhatsdc ¢20 lhkkhnm sn 

bnlodmr`sd enq ȴsgd knrrȵ ne rk`ud-owners

ǒ Former enslaved individuals received no compensation

ǒ Resistance movements amongst the enslaved individuals in 






